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On Thursday October 21st, Linda Paul came and spoke about her country : Australia. She was born in Brisbane and now lives in Melbourne. She is in France because of her husband’s job an travels all over Europe. This woman is a teacher and was really joyful to present her island to the Lycée Champollion’s students.


Australia 

Australia is a huge country of 766 686 850 km² for only 23 million inhabitants. It’s bigger than the whole Europe. Linda Paul gave as an exemple the size of only one cattle property, which is as big as Belgium, and which is often a barren landscape like a desert. This Australia population developed agriculture, duties, and breeding. Then, Linda explained us that the track from Sydney to Melbourne as the same as the one between Lille and Toulouse. 
This island is made of seven States: Western Australia, Northern territory, South Australia, Queensland, New South Wales Victoria and Tasmania. The capital territory is Canberra but there are also very famous cities like Sydney and Melbourne. In the center of Australia, we can find the Dead Heart, also called Ayers Rock or Magic Mountain. For the Aborigines, this is a sacred place and known worldwide. This country offers a large range of sceneries, such as the Suffers paradise, the Bush …

Linda Paul showed us some pictures about a country, especially about fauna. Indeed we saw the ten most dangerous animals in Australia: the Tiger Snake, the Red-Black Spider, the Tripan, the Stone Fish, the Brown Snake, the Blue Ring Octopus, the Box Jelly Fish, the Funnel-Web Spider, and Saltwater Crocodile. All these animals seem really frightening!

We were able to see and understand the Australians’ coat of arms which embodies the six emblems of the six states in the blazon. There are a kangaroo and an emu on both sides which must symbolizes the fact that Australia can’t walk backward like these animals. In fact, the country has to bring forward. Behind the creatures, of course, the bunches of wattle flowers grow exclusively on this island, can be found. 
Political side and customs

According to Linda Paul, Australia may become an independent country after Queen Elizabeth II’s death. In fact, she thinks that Australia will, after that, no longer be a member of Commonwealth. In recent years, an increasy majority hope that Australia will be a republic. The belonging to this union had a influence on the customs. Indeed, the Australians celebrate Christmas as the English. They make the traditional turkey, and pudding. But for a few years fish has become the new way of celebrating this day. 
In Australia, there isn’t any traditional meal, but according to Mrs. Paul, the favorite one of Australians is meat-pie, even if they are also keen of kangaroos.

The Aborigines in Australian’s mind 

Even if it’s well-known that the Australians don’t know a lot of things about Aboriginals, the fact that they didn’t learn their story is really surprising. Indeed, Linda Paul told that at school, students never have to learn such things like the Stolen Generation, although the Australian Prime Minister made an apology a few years ago, in 2008. She climbed Uluru, but for her it’s not a sacred place and, since she isn’t an Aborigine, she hasn’t got the believe of this people : she doesn’t believe in the Dreaming.
